























Cosmic Aloe Amidst Treasures
36” x 48” Acrylic on Canvas

Inside the squares of tile and curves of pottery exists a universe of
subtle variation, texture, and color, each inch a pleasure to visually
explore. The potted aloe’s surface shimmers with colors that move
in a stream of dots and dashes that burst into the atmosphere and
off into the cosmos. The rug is alive with a multitude of tiny brush
strokes readly to break free. The collection of adored items is still in
comparison, but the rabbit sculptures from Oaxaca are embellished
with a constellation of dots that complement the aloe’s cosmic
presence. The man-made objects are just as alive with movement as
the living plants and rabbit. It is not just a still life. Examine it closely.
All seems to be contained within its structures now, but soon will
break apart into atoms and radiate out into the atmosphere, just as
the aloe is now doing. Dots of color moving like life force.
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Trouble in Paradise
60” x 48” Acrylic on canvas

The Rosy-faced Lovebirds dive fearlessly and spin noisily as they fly
between trees to the holes in the saguaro. The elusive coatamundi
or ringtail hopes to cause trouble, but is never quick enough or
concealed well enough to alarm the birds. The coatamundli is one
of the few creatures of the desert | have never seen near our home.
Once though, high in a mesquite, while watching the constant
commotion of lovebirds, my mother glimpsed one. Excited, she
asked others to come and see. | came to see. My father drove 30
minutes home from the farm to see the creature with big rings on
his tail. Alas, a big ring-tailed house cat. To commemorate the event,
| present, “Trouble in Paradise.” And in the role of the cat, | have
placed a coatamundi because really it's just perception.

The Violet Shadows Whisper
60” x 48” Acrylic on Canvas

The desert willow blooms violet from March to October. It is a
perpetual spot of color in the withering heat of a desert summer. The
willow'’s long, thin leaves exist in a tangle and move continuously
with the breeze. Too long in the sun and one hears them whisper
tales, of threats real and imagined. The terra cotta rabbits gossip
about the possibilities. Is the threat in the spines of the cholla
snaking through a clump of violent, violet opuntia? Or is it in the
equally sharp, points of the carved jaguar's teeth or the spear like
tips of the looming agave? The antelope squirrels remain calm and
collect the fallen blooms.

| like to paint my desert: its harsh light, its vibrant colors, and
deep shadows. | especially like to paint the willows in my courtyard.
My father gave them to me. He grows desert trees and this
willow hybrid was named Dora’s Desert Rose, in memory of my
grandmother. Sometimes, | arrange my objects on the walls to tell a
little fiction and keep her memory company. Thus, | amuse my vision
and paint my way through another too hot summer.

Email: sdouglas8@msn.com Website: www.sudouglasmanje.com
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Maricopa Audubon Society
P.O. Box 15451
Phoenix, AZ 85060-5451

Time-dated material; do not delay!

Monthly Meeting

First Tuesday of the month, unless otherwise announced, September through
April, 7:30 p.m. Our meeting place is Papago Buttes Church of the Brethren,
2450 N 64th Street, Scottsdale, AZ (northwest corner of 64th Street and
Oak Street, which is between Thomas Road and McDowell).

Please contact a board member if you have any questions, or check out our
web site at www.maricopaaudubon.org. Pre-meeting dinners (September
through April) are held at Rolling Hills 19th Tee Restaurant, 1405 N. Mill
Avenue, starting at 6:00 p.m.

Membership Information

There are two ways to become a Maricopa Audubon member and to receive
The Cactus Wrenedition by mail:

1. By joining the National Audubon Society. If you live in the Phoenix metro
area generally east of 43rd Avenue, or in the East Valley other than in Gilbert,
Chandler or most of Mesa, when National Audubon Society receives your
check made payable to National Audubon Society and your membership
application, you will be assigned to Maricopa Audubon Society, or you can
send your check payable to National Audubon Society and your National
Audubon Society membership application to Scott Burge, membership
chair, and he will send it on in to National Audubon for you, or

2. By becoming a “Friend of Maricopa Audubon”. In this case you will
become a member of Maricopa Audubon Society only, and you will not
receive the Audubon magazine or any of the other “benefits” of National
Audubon membership, but you will receive a one-year subscription to
The Cactus Wren<dition. “Friends” contribution categories are: Anna’s
Hummingbird-$20; Verdin-$35-$99; LeConte’'s Thrasher-$100-$249;
Cactus Wren-$250-$999; Harris's Hawk-$1,000-$9,999 and California
Condor-$10,000+. Mail your Friends membership application and your
check made payable to Maricopa Audubon to Scott Burge, membership
chair. All “Friends” members receive certain designated discounts. (If you
reside outside the above-indicated geographical area, the only way to
receive a subscription to The Cactus Wrenedition is to become a “Friend”.)
For National Audubon membership address changes or other questions call
(800) 274-4201 or email chadd@audubon.org. For all other membership
questions call or email Scott Burge.

Submissions

Copy for The Cactus Wrensdition must be received by the editor by e-mail,
by January 15, April 1, July 1, and October 1. Articles not received by the
deadlines may not appear in the upcoming issue. Email to: The Cactus
Wren«dition Editor, Gillian Rice: editor.wrendition@yahoo.com

Opinions

The opinions expressed by authors in this newsletter do not necessarily
reflect the policy of the National Audubon Society or the Maricopa
Audubon Society.

Reprinting of material
Unless stated explicitly in the article, material in The Cactus Wirensdition may
be reprinted on other newsletters as long as the material is credited to the

original author and to The Cactus Wrenedition.

This publication is printed on recycled paper.

Layout and design by Ben Franklin Press Inc., Tempe, AZ
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